
FAFSA and Other Info

Craig Counseling Department 2018



Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid



FAFSA opens October 1st
Once money is accepted by families, it is GONE! 

Apply as early as possible!



  Website: 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

.GOV !!!!!!!!!!
**not** .com, .edu, .orgNO FEES, IT IS FREE        

        
        

        
        

  

IT’S IN THE TITLE!

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa


What is it?

Helps you pay for college!

● An application for federal grants, 
loans, work studies

● An application for state grants

● Possibly information used for 
institutional aid

● Possibly information used for 
scholarships



What Does College Cost?

Tuition

+ Room and Board

+ Transportation

+ Books and Supplies

+ Miscellaneous Living Expenses

_______________________________

= Cost of Attendance (COA)



How Does FAFSA Decide How Much I Need?

Cost of Attendance (COA)

--- Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

_______________________________

= Need



What is Expected 
Family Contribution?

● Established by Congress

● EFC is the amount a family can 
reasonably be expected to 
contribute, but not necessarily what 
the family will actually pay

● An index number used to calculate 
eligibility for aid

● Stays the same regardless of the 
college/university being attended



What You Need to Complete the 
Application

        

● Social Security Number
● Tax Returns for 2017
● Estimated Income
● Information about Assets (explained soon)
● Date of Birth
● Date of parent’s marriage or divorce (if 

requested)
● Records of Income - income earned from 

work and business, child support paid or 
received, and any other untaxed income

● Social Security Number
● Tax Returns for 2017
● Estimated Income
● Information About Assets (explained 

soon)
● Driver’s License Number (if applicable)
● Alien Registration Number (if not a U.S. 

citizen)
● Date of Birth

Parents Students



Who is Considered a 
Parent?

Parents are...

● Two biological or 
adoptive parents 
regardless of marital 
status or gender if those 
parents live together

● Divorced or separated 
parents

● Stepparents



Who is Considered a 
Parent?

Parents are NOT...

● Legal guardians
● Grandparents
● Other relatives the 

student lives with
● Foster parents



Determine the 
Value of Assets

Assets Are...

● Trust funds
● Certificates of deposits
● Mutual funds, stocks, bonds
● 529 College Plans
● UGMA/UTMA accounts
● Coverdell Savings Account
● Second home/cottage
● Rental Property
● Land not associated with 

farming



Do NOT Include 
These as Assets

Assets are NOT...

● Net worth of home you are living
● Qualified pensions/retirement 

savings/annuities
● Life insurance policies
● Value of car, boat, stereo
● Family farm
● Business (if less than 100 

employees)
● Non educational IRAs
● Keogh Plans



Final Aid Award Notice Consists of...

● Cost of Attendance (COA)
● Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
● Your financial aid eligibility
● A description of each program



Tax Return Transcript

● May still be requested even if the IRS Data 
Retrieval tool is used

● RHas to be requested from the IRS
○ Online - www.irs.gov
○ By phone 1-800-908-9946
○ Complete and submit IRS Form 4506-T

● FREE document usually received in 7 -10 days
● Colleges can no longer accept copies of the 1040

http://www.irs.gov


Step By Step Instructions

The next slides show another 
presentation giving an idea of what the 

FAFSA looks like as you fill it out 



Filling Out the FAFSA
A Step by Step Guide



WHAT IS THE FAFSA?
(FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID)



To Begin: Go to www.fafsa.gov

Online Application



1. Choose whether you are the student or parent
2. Once entered, you can verify the information on the 

welcome screen.

   Login



3. Click the year your child is attending school.  

Getting Started



4. Create a Save Key to access your application later



5. The introduction page gives you helpful links about 
filling out the FAFSA



6. Fill out student’s 
personal information

(i.e. name, social security number, etc.)



      Example Application Page

7. You will continue to fill out questions related to your child 



      Example Application Page con’t



     

        8.  You will be asked to enter the schools your child is interested in 
attending   



      Tax Return Information

9. You will be asked to fill out tax information



      Tax Return Information con’t

9. You will be asked to fill out tax information con’t



      Tax Information Tip

10. You are allowed to give estimates!



FSA ID

11. You can create one using the link 



12. Submit!





Other: For Your Information

One-Stop Admission Event to Blackhawk Technical 
College!

Tuesday, November 13th at 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, December 12th at 4:00 p.m.

● Admission Workshop

● Accuplacer Testing (Only if ACT, COMPASS, or SAT scores are not 
available)

● FAFSA (Financial Aid Assistance)

**YOU NEED TO RSVP TO HOLD A SPOT** 
Call or email Elisa Colson at 608-757-7702 ecolson@blackhawk.edu 



Other: For Your Information

● Wednesday, October 10th: Auto/Diesel

● Thursday, October 11th: Electric Power Distribution

● Wednesday, October 17th: Business Programs AND Education 
Programs

● Thursday, October 18th: Monroe Programs (Agriculture and Lab 
Tech Programs)

● Friday, October 19th: Public Safety AND Manufacturing

Tech Exploration Days 


